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they might strike without delay, the inexpressibly
childish step of sticking up at the Schools' gates, and
at College butteries, without trial, or conviction, or
sentence, a notice declaring that certain modes of
signing the Articles suggested in a certain Tract were
dishonest. It was, they said, to protect under-
graduates ; as if undergraduates would be affected by
a vague assertion on a difficult subject, about which
nothing was more certain than that those who issued
the notice were not agreed among themselves.

The men who acted thus were good and conscien-
tious men, who thought themselves in the presence
of a great danger. It is only fair to remember this.
But it is also impossible to be fair to the party of
the movement without remembering this deplorable
failure in consistency, in justice, in temper, in charity,
on the part of those in power in the University. The
drift towards Rome had not yet become an unmanage-
able rush; and though there were cases in which
nothing could have stopped its course, there is no
reason to doubt that generous and equitable dealing,
a more considerate reasonableness, a larger and more
comprehensive judgment of facts, and a more patient
waiting for strong first impressions to justify and
verify themselves, would have averted much mischief.
There was much that was to be regretted from this
time forward in the temper and spirit of the move-
ment party. But that which nourished and strength-
ened impatience, exaggeration of language and views,
scorn of things as they were, intolerance of everything